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CBC News – August 17, 2053

A Level 5 atmospheric surge is projected
to fall over the Metro Vancouver area
starting at 8:17pm PDT today.

Health and Safety Authorities are
recommending evacuations to residents
in the lower-lying regions. Officials are
recommending that all other residents
shelter in place and await further updates.

Local curfew has been placed forward
to 5 PM.

Power checkpoints throughout the Lower
Mainland, including Greater Abbotsford
and New Hope, are projected to be
submerged within 24 hours of onset of
rainfall.

By Jiameng Xu
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The term “atmospheric surge” was coined
five years ago to extend the phenomenon of
“atmospheric river,” the result of a sudden
and high-volume atmospheric conduit
carrying vast amounts of moisture from
the Pacific Ocean onto land.

Many supermarkets, food banks, and
GaiaDepots are reported to be nearly
empty across the Lower Mainland, with
some residents travelling hours from their
homes to procure supplies.
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Dear Mr. Paul,
Thank you for the sandwich.
Please accept these peonies.
They are for you.
Dan’s mother gave everyone in my
class a few.
She said the big storm is coming and they
won’t last anyway.
Please come back.
I forgive you.
Sophie
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Authorities say they cannot predict with
certainty the intensity nor duration of this
atmospheric surge. A comparable event
was the storm of 2051, which killed 103 in
Metro Vancouver, displaced an estimated
15,000 across British Columbia, destroyed
bridges and highways throughout the
Lower Mainland, and left 40,000
households without power for four weeks.
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“We recommend everyone check up on the
vulnerable,” says Vancouver mayor
Simreet Singh. “Look upon elderly
individuals. Look upon your neighbours.
Share food, share water. Stay safe. Look
after each other.”
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